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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2015

Sep 19: CIG Meeting 10 am
Sep 22: Writing Group Meeting 10:30 am
Sep 23: General Meeting 7:00 pm
Oct 3: MCGS Breakfast, Star, 9:00 am
Oct 8: DNA Group Meeting 7 pm
Oct 28: General Meeting 7:00 pm

MCGS General Meeting, Sep 23, 2015, at 7:00pm
“Hands-On Genealogy Workshops”

Beginner’s Class - Sonja Jensen will walk a group of 
8 people through best-in-class family history learning 
environment, TheFHGuide.com

Non-Beginners choose two of the following.
Camera Stand Tutorial - Sierra Pope will show you 
how to digitize your photos and documents using our 
new camera stand. Bring your camera and items to 
digitize.
Social Media for Genealogy - Erin Lacey will show 
how social media can lead to signicant research 
breakthroughs. Learn how to effectively use the vari-
ous types of social media that can benefit you.
Timelines - Susan Trumbull will show how timelines 
can gather life events,  connect historical events and 
build your family’s story.
 
CIG Meeting Saturday, Sep 19, 2015
Auditorium, Villa Marin, San Rafael
10:00 am - Noon
Topic: “Open Forum”
Members are on their own to discuss and share
their research and ask questions about genealogy 
and/or computers.

Consider a tax deductible donation to the
Marin County Genealogical Society

Writing Group Meeting Tuesday Sep 22, 2015
LDS Church, San Rafael, 10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Homework: Write about a character or personality in 
your family focusing on any of the following words: 
alone, joy, fear, trapped, free.  
For more details, contact  
Susan Trumbull (415-897-1617) or Shirley Hudson

Saturday Breakfast, Oct 3, 2015, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited
for breakfast on a Saturday each month at Star Res-
taurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at 9:00 am. 
Join us for food and discussion. 

DNA Group Meeting Thursday, Oct  8, 2015
LDS Church, San Rafael

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Check out the updated DNA Group Page

MCGS General Meeting, Oct 28, 2015, at 7:00pm
“Marriage in America:

A Genealogy Researcher’s View”
Presented by George McKinney.

Upcoming Events

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, Sep 12, 2015, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
“Introduction to U.S. Military Records”
Presented by Susan Goss Johnston.
Military records are invaluable sources for family 
historians. Discover the many record types available, 
where to find them, and study problems that can be 
solved only through these records.
Register here

Events continued on page 2
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SFBAJGS Sunday, Oct 4, 2015, 3:00 - 5:00 pm.
“Beyond Passenger Lists: Documenting 20th-cen-
tury Immigrant Lives ”  By Zack Wilske, USCIS   
USCIS Historian Zack Wilske will use case studies to 
introduce researchers to a variety of historical fed-
eral immigration and naturalization records available 
through the USCIS Genealogy Program and from the 
National Archives. Topics will include naturalization 
records, alien registration records, immigrant visa 
files, and other records.
Oakland FamilySearch Library
4766 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA  
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html

San Mateo County Genealogical Society
Saturday, Nov 7, 2015.
“All day Fall Seminar on DNA”
Presented by Angie Bush, MS (Biotechnology), 
BS (Molecular Biology).
Angie is a professional genetic genealogist who has 
been researching her own family since she was 8, She 
specializes is using DNA and traditional genealogy 
to break down brick walls. She uses her expertize to 
unite adoptees with their birth parents using Auto-
somal DNA testing.
2825 Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo, CA 94403
Check here later for more information.

Blog Spot

Dick Eastman discusses “Ancestry Launches Larg-
est Online Collection of Wills and Probate Records 
in United States”

The Ancestry Insider explains how “My Family is all 
Messed Up on FamilySearch Family Tree” 

Blaine Bettinger asks  “How Much of Your Family 
Tree Do You Know? And Why Does That Matter?”

“See Your DNA Matches in a Whole New Way” on 
the Ancestry blog

Blaine Bettinger tells about  “AncestryDNA An-
nounces New IN COMMON WITH Tool”

Judy Russell talks about “A really useful tool for 
AncestryDNA” 

Events continued from page 1 Diahan Southard tells about  “New AncestryDNA 
Common Matches Tool: Love It!”

Roberta Estes discusses “Ancestry Shared Matches 
Combined With New Ancestor Discoveries”

See Angie Bush’s video on “AncestryDNA Shared 
Matches ”

Roberta Estes provides answers to common questions 
in “Autosomal DNA Testing 101 – What Now?” 
and “ – Tips and Tricks for Contact Success”

Melvyn Collier gives “20 Do’s and Don’ts of DNA ”

Please Welcome the New Officers for 2015 - 16

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  & Programs - Susan Trumbull
2nd VP - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter)

Secretary - Sandy Smith
Treasurer - Conn Rusche

Registrars - Joanne Rowlands & Pam McCart
Jim Robinson (Past President)
Sonja Jensen - (LDS Liaison)

Directors:
Phyllis Garratt (Consultant)

Erin Lacey - (Publicity)
Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)

Carolyn Hacker (At Large)

Committee chairpersons
Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Research - Cathy Gowdy

Web Site - Gene Pennington

Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone: (415) 479-2793
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Saturday
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Meet the Member - Carolyn Mailliard Hacker

   

     On the eleventh of May in 1938 my parents Mar-
garet (Peggy) and John Ward (Jack) Mailliard, and 
my grand-parents were very happy to welcome me 
into this world as their first child and grandchild.  I 
was born at Children’s Hospital on California Street 
in San Francisco and was warmly welcomed into the 
arms of the Field and Mailliard families by close fam-
ily and friends.
     A few days later I was baptized into the Episcopal 
Church at the home of my Field grandparents who 
lived on Laurel St. in San Francisco.  I was named 
Carolyn after my Grandmother Field, whose name 
was Caroline.  This must have caused some friction or 
problem in the rest of the family because I was called 
Karen by my Grandmother Mailliard, Lyn by my 
father, Carol by my mother, and Karen by my paternal 
Aunt and Uncle.  Goodness, what was wrong with 
just plain Carolyn?  This is something I may never 
know because they have all passed on and many are 
buried in Mt. Tamalpais Cemetery in San Rafael.
     For a couple of years we lived in San Francisco in 
an apartment on Arguello St.  While World War ll was 
going on in Europe, my parents and many Americans 
were watching and wondering if before long they, too, 
might become a part of the war scene.  On the 7th of 
December we were pulled into World War ll by the 
Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor.  My father went to 
the Presidio in San Francisco to enlist into the Army 
and was sent to Ft. Lewis in Washington state for his 
early training.  So off to Seattle we went to live for a 
few years while Dad did some training and learned 
how to train others on how to use and manipulate 
small amphibious landing crafts, including the Wea-
sel, which could take four soldiers at a time onto 
the beaches in the Pacific Theater.  During this time 
Mother and I (I was 2-3.) were meeting new people, 
playing with the neighborhood children, going to the 
beach and really hoping Dad would be home soon.
     My father and pregnant mother and myself came 
down to San Francisco in June of 1941 to prepare for 

the birth of my first sister, Kathleen (Kathy).  I was 
sent to our family ranch in Yorkville, Ca. to be cared 
for by my grandmother, Kate Mailliard.  She had a 
reservoir of cold water to get in which gave us great 
relief from the heat every day.  Kathy was born on 
June 20th.  
     The war was heating up and Dad was sent to Fort 
Sill near Lawton, Oklahoma.  He said it was going 
to be very hot there, but he thought we would enjoy 
playing with the children of other military families.  I 
cannot remember how we all moved to Lawton, but 
I hope it was an easy move for my parents.  Moving 
boxes were everywhere and were great fun to play 
in.  What I remember about Lawton is the following:  
there was a great deal of space and grass between the 
houses, there were no fences separating the yards, 
black tarantulas walked on the lawns, scorpions 
appeared at the bathtub drain, and bunkers below 
ground in the side yard were available in case of ap-
proaching tornadoes.  Luckily in the three years we 
were there, we did not see a single tornado.
     My first class in the new school in Lawton was 
kindergarten.  The school may not be there anymore 
because when I wrote the school district in 2014, I 
never heard back from them.  I’ll try again to contact 
them.  I do remember in first grade when I was walk-
ing to school with some children that one of them de-
cided to knock off the head of a front yard snowman.  
I was really upset about this and did not want to be a 
part of the scene.  Hopefully, the one that did this later 
apologized to the person who built the snowman.
     While in Oklahoma we had a big beautiful collie 
dog named Mike and he was Dad’s dog.  Then came 
terriers, Jack and Jill.  And on Easter we were given 
two white bunnies.  I was always attached to the ani-
mals and loved playing with them after school..
     The War finally ended in 1945.  Dad was assigned 
to clean up in Okinawa and would not be home until 
1946.  Mom and Dad decided it was best if Mom 
loaded our things up in the car that summer and just 
took her time driving back to San Francisco with the 
two of us.  I remember hearing that it would be a long 
drive, but we did stop for dinner and the night to sleep 
and rest.  We did have one problem during the drive 
home and it had to do with Mother leaving her purse 
on the back of a restroom door at a gas station.  We 
drove many miles toward California before realizing 
what had happened.  I remember our stopping in a 
small town where Mom had to call her dad and talk to 



many people before we turned around and drove back 
to the gas station.  For some reason when Mother 
called the gas station, no one at the station would go 
into the restroom and check to see if the purse was 
there.  I can recall Mother and myself talking and 
worrying about the purse all the way back to the gas 
station.  We were very surprised to find the purse on 
the hook in the restroom where Mother had left it.  
Nothing had been taken out of it.  Wow, what a pleas-
ant surprise for both of us!
     Once back in San Francisco, we stayed with one 
of my grandparents and then Mother prepared to enter 
me into Miss Burke’s School.  I was now 7 years old 
and about to enter the second grade.  The school was 
located on Jackson St. near Baker St. and went from 
Kindergarten through the Twelfth grade.  The main 
school building was a lovely two story white building 
with a courtyard in the middle and beautiful flowers 
all around it.  Our second grade classroom was in the 
library of the building and I recall a lovely fireplace 
along one side wall.  There were about 12 children 
in my class and my teacher’s name was Miss Pagen-
theart.  We all loved her, and she was very pretty and 
very nice.  We also wore uniforms, typically with the 
navy sailor collar with a navy tie.  My mother attend-
ed this school in the early 1900’s and my sisters were 
there in the late 40’s, 50’s and 60’s.  A great niece of 
mine attends Miss Burke’s School today, is 8 years 
old and in the 3rd grade, about where I was when I 
first entered Miss Burke’s School after all of our trav-
elling during World War II.

(to be continued next month)

Marin County Divorce Records
A greatly expanded set (220 pages) of Divorce Re-
cords covering the years 1900 to 2010, extracted by 
Cathy Gowdy from newspapers, has been placed on 
our website in the Premium Content area.
Other divorce records can now be accessed on-line at 
the California Digital Newspaper Collection.

Marin Mystery Location
Do you know what this was, and where in Marin it 
was located?
Courtesy Anne T. Kent California Room, 
Marin County Free Library.    
The solution is upside down on the right. 

Solution to the Sep 2015 Mystery Location 
Fairfax Incline Railroad
This line was built by the Fairfax Development 
company to serve what was known as the Heights of 
Fairfax Manor, being the uplands of this residence 
park. This was the first Real Estate concern in Cali-
fornia to employ an incline railway to allow access 
to hillside and hill top view properties. From the base 
of the hill to the summit, the funicular car traversed 
a distance of 1,500 feet, negotiating a 33-1/3 percent 
grade or a rise of 500 feet of distance. It was electri-
cally operated and made the trip in 3 minutes without 
a stop.
Read more in this article.

https://maringensoc.wildapricot.org/Marin-County-Divorces
https://maringensoc.wildapricot.org/Marin-County-Divorces
http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc
https://annetkent.kontribune.com/articles/6449

